
Scene 27 (V v) 

A little later, inside Dunsinane castle.  

(V iv 2-3) Enter ...  Folio adds "with drum and colours", but 
that is obviously wrong.  Macbeth is not on the march.  On 
the contrary, he intends to sit tight inside his castle and 
let himself be besieged.  That is what Seyward told us in 
the previous scene (V iv 15-17); and Macbeth now tells us 
the same thing.  The defection of all the Scottish lords has 
left him no other choice.  

(V iv 12) It is the cry of women, ...  Evidently Macbeth 
should make some gesture sending Seyton to investigate; and 
he reappears a few lines later to report what he has found 
out.  The first critical edition which inserted the 
necessary directions -- "Exit" after line 12, "Re-enter 
Seyton" in the middle of line 19 -- was Dyce's (1857 5:444); 
but, as Dyce acknowledged, the directions had long been 
present in acting editions of the play, and had already been 
inserted by Collier in his one-volume edition (1853:714-15).  

(V iv 20) The queen, my lord, ...  After breaking the news, 
Seyton should exit, waved away by Macbeth.  At least from 
line 23 onwards, the following speech is a soliloquy.  

(V iv 32) Enter ...  Not a "messenger", as Folio calls him.  
This is one of Macbeth's soldiers.  He has, as he tells us, 
been standing watch on a nearby hill, looking out for the 
English army: now he comes to report what he has seen.  He 
hurries onto the stage -- but then he hesitates, seeming to 
be lost for words.  

(V iv 40) The wood began to move.  That is, he has seen what 
the audience saw at the end of the previous scene.  

(V iv 41) Liar and slave!  Rowe (1709:2360) thought that 
Macbeth should get violent at this point -- not just shout 
at the man but strike him.  That is for the actors to 
decide.  

(V iv 47) If thy speech be sooth, ...  Macbeth is talking to 
himself again.  (The soldier should be waved away before 
this.)  He finally grasps the fact that he cannot rely on 
the third apparition's promise -- the promise (on one 
condition) of invincibility (IV i 110-12).  

(V iv 53) Arm, arm and out!  And so, all of a sudden, Macbeth 
changes his mind and decides to make a fight of it.  He 



shouts out these orders.  He has to be aware that the odds 
are all against him.  But he has not lost his courage.  If 
he takes the enemy by surprise, he may be able to inflict so 
much damage that they are forced to retreat.  Perhaps.  And 
perhaps he remembers that glorious day when he fought two 
battles, one after the other, and won them both.  The odds 
were against him then too.  

(V iv 54-7) If this ...  Two rhyming couplets which (in my 
opinion) should certainly be deleted.  
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